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Mitch Albom creates his most unforgettable fictional character - Frankie Presto, the greatest
guitarist ever to walk the Earth - in this magical novel about the bands we join in life and the
power of talent to change our lives.It's an epic story of the greatest guitar player ever to live and
the six lives he changed with his magical blue strings.In Albom's most sweeping novel yet, the
voice of Music narrates the tale of its most beloved disciple, young Frankie Presto, a war orphan
raised by a blind music teacher in a small Spanish town. At nine years old, Frankie is sent to
America in the bottom of a boat. His only possession is an old guitar and six precious strings.But
Frankie's talent is touched by the gods, and his amazing journey weaves him through the
musical landscape of the 20th century, from classical to jazz to rock and roll, with his stunning
talent affecting numerous stars along the way, including Hank Williams, Elvis Presley, Carole
King, Wynton Marsalis, and even KISS.Frankie becomes a pop star himself. He makes records.
He is adored. But his gift is also his burden, as he realizes that through his music he can actually
affect people's futures - with one string turning blue whenever a life is altered.At the height of his
popularity, Frankie Presto vanishes. His legend grows. Only decades later does he reappear -
just before his spectacular death - to change one last life.With its Forrest Gump-like romp
through the music world, The Magic Strings of Frankie Presto is a classic in the making. A
lifelong musician himself, Mitch Albom delivers a remarkable novel infused with the message
that "everyone joins a band in this life", and those connections change us all.The complete list of
narrators includes: Mitch Albom, Roger McGuinn, Ingrid Michaelson, John Pizzarelli, Paul
Stanley, George Guidall, Mike Hodge, Robin Miles, Christian Baskous, Tony Chiroldes, Kevin
O'Neil, Adriana Sananes, Ken Brown, and Sarab Kamoo.

Praise for One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest“A work of genuine literary merit...What Mr. Kesey
has done in his unusual novel is to transform the plight of a ward of inmates in a mental hospital
into a glittering parable of good and evil.”—The New York Times Book Review“[A] brilliant first
novel...a strong, warm story about the nature of human good and evil...Keysey has made his
book a roar of protest against middlebrow society's Rules and the invisible Rulers who enforce
them.”—Time“The final triumph of these men at the cost of a terrifying sacrifice should send
chills down any reader's back....This novel's scenes have the liveliness of a motion picture.”—
The Washington Post“An outstanding book...[Kesey's] characters are original and real....This is
a tirade against the increasing controls over man and his mind, yet the author never gets on a
soap box. Nor does he forget that there is a thin line between tragedy and comedy.”—Houston
Chronicle About the AuthorKen Kesey (1935-2001) grew up in Oregon. He graduated from the
University of Oregon and later studied at Stanford with Wallace Stegner, Malcolm Cowley,
Richard Scowcroft, and Frank O' Connor. One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest, his first novel, was



published in 1962. His second novel, Sometimes a Great Notion, followed in 1964. His other
books include Kesey's Garage Sale, Demon Box, Caverns (with O. U. Levon), The Further
Inquiry, Sailor Song, and Last Go Round (with Ken Babbs). His two children's books are Little
Tricker the Squirrel Meets Big Double the Bear and The Sea Lion.
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cassie f, “SUCH a quick read!. I could not put this book down. Mitch Albom did it again. This
book is full of wonderful surprises and beautiful twists.”

avid reader, “The power of Music. Music narrated the life story of a young Spaniard who had
talent, a wonderful teacher and the will and love of music to attain perfection. Throughout
Frankie Presto's life he performed, taught and enjoyed the talent of other musicians.Mr Album is
a wonderful story teller and this is a great read.”

Franki, “Very different. I’m an Albom fan and this was a different type of story than I am use to
from him, but I enjoyed it very much. If you can suspend reality and believe in the spiritual then
you will enjoy too. I foresee Kai’s story coming some day. “For One More Sound””

Ebook Library Reader, “beautiful story. I rarely give five stars. But this book is so unique, such
beautiful story telling, the MUSIC moves the reader forward and back around so that we can feel
the full power of it over Frankie’s life.”

Mary E. Trimble, “A poignant novel of a great guitarist who touches lives in almost magical ways.
The Magic Strings of Frankie Presto by Mitch Albom is a poignant novel of a great guitarist who
touches lives in almost magical ways. The story begins in Spain, 1936.Frankie Presto, orphaned
at birth, is raised by the man who rescues him, then later by a blind musician who, in addition to
teaching Frankie the guitar, teaches him about life. When Frankie is nine, his life changes
drastically when he is sent to America in the bottom of a ship. The only thing he is able to take
with him is an old guitar and six precious strings.The Voice of Music narrates the story,
interspersed by such great musicians as Wynton Marsalis, Duke Ellington, Bruce Springsteen,
Hank Williams, Tony Bennett, and many more. Even Elvis makes an appearance. Frankie
becomes a world-renowned musician, playing from classical to jazz to rock and roll. His
magnificent talent touches numerous lives along the way.The story covers many years,
beginning with World War II to present day. Its enriching wisdom makes this book a classic with
thoughts such as: “Music is in the connection of human souls speaking a language that needs
no words.”I’ve read and reviewed other excellent books by Mitch Albom, but this book is in a
class by itself. Musicians, especially guitarists, will love this book. Actually, anyone who loves
music will cherish this story. I highly recommend The Magic Strings of Frankie Presto.”

Ebook Library Reader, “Inspiring. An interesting perspective to tell a story of human resilience
and sacrifice for love.”

Kath Kirk, “Definitely a book that should be heard rather than read.. I don't often listen to
audiobooks - mostly because I tend to doze off, and then I lose my place. Or I get distracted and



stop listening for a moment, and lose my place. Well, some books are just meant to be heard
rather than read, and The Magic Strings of Frankie Presto is definitely one of them. Read by the
author but featuring a few famous names as themselves and other people (including Roger
McGuinn, Ingrid Michaelson, John Pizzarelli, and Paul Stanley), it's a brilliant tale that meanders
through the history of modern music.In this novel narrated by music, who introduces us to
Frankie at the time of his death, Frankie Presto is a Spanish war orphan who is abandoned in a
river. He goes on to become a musician comparable in fame to Elvis, the best guitarist who ever
lived. Traveling to America in the bottom of a boat at the age of nine, his only possession is a
guitar with six magic strings, and his only friend is a hairless dog who refuses to leave his
side.When I first bought the ebook, I flipped through the first few pages and had to force myself
to stop reading (since it wasn't that book's turn yet, and I try to stick to my list). The use of
personified Music as narrator is really interesting stylistically, and I was fascinated with the
musical terms that are used to describe the tempo of a day, the crescendo of an emotion and the
pause of a rest. It gives the book a magical tone that meshes well with the magical realism of the
unlikely coincidences that frame Frankie's life.Beginning at Frankie's funeral, I loved the intervals
in which the people who knew him most intimately share the ways in which he affected their
lives. Albom actually connected with the famous people whose lives he has inserted this fictional
character into, and a lot of them contributed their own words to those sections to make them
more authentic. It gives an added layer of richness to the story, and also gives a sense of the
community of musicians that came together and played together and created the music that we
know today.Towards the end, however, I felt that the story began to drag a little. As Frankie's
career rises and then begins to fall, the denouement became depressing. However, right at the
very end, Albom brings in an interesting device that ties everything together. It was neatly done,
although I think that it could have been done a bit sooner. I don't want to give much away, but I
was surprised by the ending, and my own predictions proved to be wrong - it was very
clever.This is a brilliant audiobook, and the many voices who tell the story of Frankie Presto give
it a richness and a variety that makes it a thrilling story to listen to. A book about music, narrated
by music, is absolutely a book that should be heard rather than read, and I would recommend
this to anyone who enjoyed The Book Thief, All The Light We Cannot See, and the music of the
1950s-1980s.”

Patsy Paustenbach, “The magic strimgs. I have loved all of Mitch album books. This one is really
special. I have some friends that play in garage bands.II will definitely steer them to this
awesome book”

Mr. John Frank Herbert, “Let It Pull YOUR Strings!. Mitch Albom has this habit of really getting to
your heart strings and this timethe magic strings of Frankie Presto draw you along on a heartfelt
journey throughthe ups and downs of Frankie's life.His miraculous guitar playing leaves the good
and famous gasping and when hisdeeds affect lives his guitar strings turn blue.Of course the



love interest is there throughout and though this is somewhat turbulent,you find yourself willing
for it to turn out alright. The fact that disaster seems to pop uptriumphant only increases the
realistic value of the journey.The journey encompasses famous people and stars of the music
world and this toolends a sumptuous realism to it all.You may feel a little disjointed at times as it
hops about but the narration by the characterof MUSIC itself tends to jolly you along quite
nicely.Yes, a nice little triumph of a book.”

Leeanne Lewis, “Breathtakingly good. I could not put this book down. I loved the way the story
was told. I couldn’t wait to find out about the life of Frankie. Characters were well liked and the
story telling was beautifully written. Loved this abs reminded me how good the author was.”

Philip D, “A Magical Musical Journey. I was a huge fan of Tuesdays With Morrie and when I saw
Mitch Albom had written a new book with music at its heart I just knew I was going to love it. I
was certainly not disappointed! The book begins as Frankie's funeral is about to take place in
India, where he was born. It traces his life story through the eyes of many people who came
across him - the majority of them through his music. For Frankie was born to be a great guitarist
and his talent was encouraged and nurtured by many musical big names, such as Burt
Bacharach, Louis Armstrong and Dizzy Gillespie. It's another great book and provided me with a
cosy Christmas read.”

GAIL MARCHANT, “Music & magic. Mitch Albom is one of my favourite authorsHis books have
an impact they delve into yourself, your heart & soulThis book is about Frankie Presto his life &
his musicThe people he meets in his life - the joy, the sadness & his wonderful talent with music”

Indigo0, “Lovely, heartfelt story on par with 'the five people you meet in heaven'. If you enjoy
Mitch Albom books you will love this story, it made me think of his earlier book 'the five people
you meet in heaven'. So well written and from the heart, made me cry a couple of times. One of
his best books. The story really makes you think about the characters life and what happens in it.
The blind guitarist who teaches Frankie how to play -his character is fab and so is his hairless
dog! Fab, fab and fab and read it in three days!”

The book by Ken Kesey has a rating of  5 out of 4.7. 4,293 people have provided feedback.
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